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to the fair sex, the honorable attribute of chivalrous and ro-
mantic ages. If they touch on the faults of womankind, their
satire is playful, not contemptuous; and their acquaintance
with female manners, graces, and foibles, is apparently drawn,
not from libertine experience, but from the guileless familiarity
of domestic life.

" Of all human ties and connections there is none so fre-
quently brought in view, or adorned with so many touches of
the most affecting eloquence by both these writers, as the pure
and tender relation of father and daughter. Douglas and
Ellen in The Lady of the Lake will immediately occur to you
as a distinguished example. Their mutual affection and solici-
tude ; their pride in each other's excellencies; the parent's
regret of the obscurity to which fate has doomed Ms child;
and the daughter's self-devotion to her father's welfare and
safety, constitute the highest interest of the poem, and that
which is most uniformly sustained; nor does this or any other
romance of the same author contain a finer stroke of passion
than the overboiling of Douglas's wrath, when, mixed as a
stranger with the crowd at Stirling, he sees his daughter's
favorite Lufra chastised by the royal huntsman.

"In Rokeby, the filial attachment and duteous anxieties of
Matilda form the leading feature of her character, and the
chief source of her distresses. The intercourse between King
Arthur and his daughter Gyneth, in The Bridal of Triermain,
is neither long, nor altogether amicable; but the monarch's
feelings on first beholding that beautiful < slip of wilderness,'
and his manner of receiving her before the queen and court,
are too forcibly and naturally described to be omitted in this
enumeration.

"Of all the novels, there are at most but two or three in
which a fond father and affectionate daughter may not be
pointed out among the principal characters, and in which the
mam interest of many scenes does not arise out of that pater-
nal and filial relation. "What a beautiful display of natural
feeling, under every turn of circumstances that can render the
situations of child and parent agonizing or delightful, runs
through the history of David Deans and his two daughters !
How affecting is the tale of Leicester's unhappy Countess,
after we have seen her, forsaken father consuming away with
